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Could I be turned down for a job because of
something in my credit report?

English

Generally, yes. Hundreds of companies provide employment
background checks (cfpb.gov/askcfpb/1823) and qualify as
consumer reporting agencies. 

Don't see what you're looking for?

Browse related questions

Do auto and homeowners insurance companies share my information about claims and
policies? (cfpb.gov/askcfpb/1821)

My credit application was denied because of my credit report. What can I do? (cfpb.gov/ask
cfpb/1253)

Español (cfpb.gov/es/obtener-respuestas/es-posible-que-no-me-acepten-en-un-trabajo-de
bido-a-algo-en-mi-informe-de-credito-es-1345/)

Tip

Check your credit before starting a
job search. Many employers will look
at your credit report (cfpb.gov/askcf
pb/309) as part of an employment
background check. Review your
credit reports closely for mistakes or
missing items and dispute any
problems with the credit reporting
company and the creditor that
provided the information.

Employment reports often include credit checks, criminal
background checks, public records – such as bankruptcy
filings and other court documents – and information related to
your employment history.

Employers are permitted to obtain your credit report under
the FCRA with your written permission. However, employers
may be governed by other federal or state laws that may
affect whether and how they can use this information.

Employers must also give you a copy of the credit report they
looked at, and give you “A Summary of Your Rights Under the
Fair Credit Reporting Act  (https://files.consumerfinance.go
v/f/documents/bcfp_consumer-rights-summary_2018-09.pd
f)” before turning you down based on information in your
credit report. This allows you to correct errors in your credit
report and prevent employers from taking adverse action

 (cfpb.gov/)
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Learn more about credit reports and scores (cfpb.gov/consumer-tools/credit-reports-and-sc
ores/)

An official website of the United States government

About us

We're the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB), a U.S. government agency that makes sure
banks, lenders, and other financial companies treat you fairly.

Learn how the CFPB can help you (cfpb.gov/about-us/the-bureau/)

LEGAL DISCLAIMER

The content on this page provides general consumer information. It is not legal advice or regulatory
guidance. The CFPB updates this information periodically. This information may include links or
references to third-party resources or content. We do not endorse the third-party or guarantee the
accuracy of this third-party information. There may be other resources that also serve your needs.
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