Stelmat, Jason (POL)

From: Rebeiro, Deborah (POL)

Sent: Friday, September 23, 2016 2:23 PM
To: Favuzza, Robart (POL.)

Ce: Carney, Joanne (POL.)

Subject: AFIS intro items.

Attachments: History State ID Section 2012 for staff12-12-12.docx. (S GcGcTcNNGGED

As mentioned, as a way to introduce to the State ID Section,
please see attached for Informational purposes.

Best regards,
deb

Captain Deborah Rebeiro #1776

State Identification Section

59 Horse Pond Rd.

Sudbury, MA 01776 508-358-3212 direct  main: 508-358-3170

The preceding email message (incleding any attachments) contains information that may be confidential, may be pratected by the attorney-client or
other applicable privileges, or may constitute non-public information. It is Intended to be conveyed only to the designated reciplent(s) named
above. If you are not an intended recipient of this message, please notify the sender by replying to this message and then delete all coples of It from
your computer system. Any use, dissemination, distribution, or reproduction of this message by unintended recipients is not authorlzed and may
be unlawful. :




History of the Massachusetts State ID Section 2012
The past, the present and the future 2012

In 1961 the following description appeared in an informational bulletin published by the Bureau
of ldentification on the History of the State Police:

The Bureau of tdentification which has been filing fingerprints since 1905 octs o clearing house
for criminal records for law enforcement departments within the state and for other states.
Photograph files are maintained for viewing by witnesses, and copies of photographs are _
furnished to requested agencies. A bulletin is published periodically with information on missing
and wanted persons, releases and other police data. A speed photo transceiver permits
instantaneous exchange of fingerprints and other material with key departments similarly
equipped throughout the country. The bureau operates two shifts and the personnel are on call’
at all times.

The “speed photo transceiver,” which allowed the sharing of fingerprints as a photograph
between the state and FBI as well as other similarly equipped law enforcement agencies, was
replaced by fax machines for sharing fingerprints. This allowed the comparison and identity of
individuals very quickly. Fingerprint comparisons were still a hands-on, time-consuming manual
process and identification officers would have to manually compare crime scene prints to
fingerprint cards by hand. This was often not able to be done if there was no suspect in the
crime,

It was not until 1986 that new technology was purchased by the State that allowed the sharing
of fingerprints electronically. This new technology not only shared fingerprints, but it allowed
the storage and electronic searching of large databases of fingerprints. This new'techno!ogy
was called AFIS {Automated Fingerprint Identification System). This AFIS technology was first
introduced by NEC in San Francisco in 1984. The Commonwealth’s system was purchased from
NEC Corporation and was loaded with over 250,000 known offenders. The system was
officially launched by then Gov. Dukakis_on fan 4, 1987. At the time, Gov. Dukakis called the
AFIS system, “the most important technological breakthrough since the two-way radio.”
(Boston Giobe 1-4-1987)

The AFIS computer system cost $2.6 miilion dollars and was referred to as “Sherlock”. The
system was housed in the old 1010 Commonwealth Ave. headquarters and operated by the
newly-created AFIS Unit and the Photography and Fingerprint Unit. These units worked hand in
hand with the Massachusetts State Bureau of identification {MSBI). The arrest fingerprint cards
received from State and focal police agencies would be submitted to MSBI and then be


















































































































































































































































































































































































