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JOINT TERRORISM TASK FORCE

STANDARD MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN
THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

AND

(the “Participating Agency™)

PREAMBLE

The policy of the United States with regard to domestic and intcrnational terrorism is to deter,
defeat, and respond vigorously to all terrorist attacks on our territory and against our citizens, or
facilities. Within the United States, the Department of Justice, acting through the Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FFBI), 1s the lead agency domestically for the counterterrorism ctfort.

In order to ensure that there is a robust capability to deter, defeat, and respond vigorously to
terrorism in the U.S. or against any U.S. interest, the FBI recognizes the need for all federal.
state, local, and tribal agencies that are involved in fighting terrorism to coordinatc and share
information and resources. To that end, the I'BI believes that the creation of the FBI Naticonal
Joint Terrorism Task Force (NJTTF) and Joint Terrorism Task Forces (JT'1Ts) embodies the
objectives of the U.S. policy on counterterrorism as sct forth in Presidential Directives,

FBI policy for the NJTTF and JTTFs is to provide a vehicle to facilitate sharing FBI information
with the intelligence and law enforcement communities to protect the United States against
threats to our national security, including international terrorism, and thereby improve the
effectiveness of law enforcement, consistent with the protection of classified or otherwisc
sensitive intelligence and law enforcement information, including sources and methods. All
NJTTE and JTTT operational and investigative activily, including the collection, retention and
dissemination of personal information, will be conducted in a manner that protects and preserves
the constitutional rights and civil liberties of all persons in the United States.

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) shall serve to establish the parameters for the detail
of employees (Detailees or members) from the Participating Agency to the FBI-led ITTFs in
selected locations around the United States.
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L PURPOSE

Al The purpose of this MOU is to outline the mission of the J1'T'F, and to formalize
the relationship between the FBI and the Participating Agency; in order to
maximize cooperation and to create a cohesive unit capablc of addressing the
mosti complex terrorism investigations.

B. The MOU specifically represents the agreement between the FBI and the
Participating Agency, which will govern the process by which employees of the
Participating Agency are detailed to work with the FBI as part of the JTTF.

%3 This MOU is not intended, and should not be construed, to create any right or
benefit. substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or otherwise by any third
party against the parties, their parent ageneies, the U.S., or the officers,
employees, agents or other associated personnel thercof.

II. MISSION

The mission of the JTTF is to leverage the collective resources of the member agencies for the
prevention, preemption, deterrence and investigation of terrorist acts that aflect United States
interests, and to disrupt and prevent terrorist acts and apprchend individuals who may commit or
plan to commit such acts. To turther this mission, the JTTF shall serve as a means to facilitate
information sharing among JTTF members.

III. AUTHORITY

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 533, 28 C.F.R. § 0.85, Executive Order 12333, as amended, National
Security Presidential Directive (NSPD) 46/ Homeland Security Presidential Directive (HSPD)Y 15
and Annex Il thereto, the FBI is authorized 1o coordinate an intelligence, investigative, and
operational response 1o terrorism. By virtue of that same authority, the FBI formed JTTFs
composed of other federal, state. local, and tribal law enforcement agencies acting in support of
the above listed statutory and regulatory provisions.

| Participating agencies may include applicable authority for entering into this MOU'|

IV, CONTROLLING DOCUMENTS

A. Since the JTTF operates under the authority of the Attorney General of the United
States, all JTTF participants must adhere to applicable Attorney General’s
Guidclines and directives, Lo include the following; as amended or supplemented:
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