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Daniel L. McFadden 
Staff Attorney 
(617) 482-3170 ext. 171 
dmcfadden@aclum.org 

 
   March 18, 2019 

 
Via Electronic Mail  
 
Lorraine Rousseau, Esq. 
Records Access Officer 
Bristol County Sheriff’s Office 
400 Faunce Corner Rd. 
North Dartmouth, MA 02747 
publicrecords@bcso-ma.org 
 

Re:  Public Records Request 
   

Dear Ms. Rousseau:  
 

 This is a request for public records under M.G.L. ch. 66, § 10, made on behalf 
of the American Civil Liberties Union of Massachusetts, Inc. (“ACLUM”).  

 For purposes of this request, the Bristol County Sheriff’s Office is referred to 
as “BCSO,” and Bristol County Sheriff Thomas Hodgson is referred to as “Sheriff 
Hodgson.” 

 Please provide the following records: 

1. All records that are communications between BCSO or any accountant, 
attorney, or other agent acting on BCSO’s behalf, on the one hand, and 
the Office of the State Auditor (the “OSA”), on the other hand, from 
January 1, 2018, to the present, including: 

a. All such communications relating to the OSA’s audit of BCSO for 
the period July 1, 2015, to December 31, 2017 (the “Audit”);1  

b. All such communications relating to any findings, 
recommendations, or other results of the Audit; 

                                                       
1 Further information concerning this audit can be found in OSA’s report, which is available at: 
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2019/02/13/201814713j.pdf  
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c. All such communications relating to how BCSO received, 
retained, and used the $348,922 described in Finding #1 of the 
Audit; and  

d. All documents and other information provided to the OSA by 
BCSO in connection the Audit.       

2. All tweets and replies by, and all direct messages to or from, the Twitter 
account @Sheriff_Hodgson.  To assist your search, a screenshot 
reflecting additional identifying information for the account is attached 
hereto as Exhibit A. 

3. All direct messages to or from the Twitter account @BCSO1.  To assist 
your search, a screenshot reflecting additional identifying information 
for the account is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

4. Records identifying the names of all people or entities who use, manage, 
or post content to the Twitter accounts referenced in paragraphs 2 and 
3, above, or who otherwise possess login credentials for those accounts. 

5. All policies, procedures, guidelines, and instructions for use of social 
media accounts by BCSO personnel.  

6. All records reflecting expenditure of public funds for travel by Sheriff 
Hodgson outside the Commonwealth of Massachusetts from January 1, 
2017, to the present, including without limitation: 

a. Records of expenditures and reimbursements for air travel, 
ground travel (e.g., train, taxi), hotel costs, and meals associated 
with such travel;  

b. All receipts submitted for reimbursement purposes in connection 
with such travel; 

c. Records of any expenditures or reimbursements for travel by, or 
lodging for, any security detail or other staff accompanying 
Sheriff Hodgson on such trips; and 

d. Records reflecting the source of funding for each instance of such 
travel, including the relevant state budget line item(s). 

7. All records that are communications between Sheriff Hodgson or his 
staff, on the one hand, and the Executive Office of the President or U.S. 
Secret Service, on the other hand, from January 1, 2013, to the present. 
 

8. All records of any request, decision, or recommendation by BCSO to 
participate in, or not to participate in, any pilot program for the delivery 
of medication-assisted treatment for opioid use disorder at county 
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correctional facilities, including under Section 98 of Chapter 208 of the 
Acts of 2018. 

 
9. All records concerning the formulation or preparation of any request, 

decision, or recommendation described in paragraph 8, above, including 
without limitation any discussion of the reasons for such request, 
decision, or recommendation. 

To the extent you contend that any of the requested records are not public 
records, or are otherwise exempt from disclosure in response to this request, you 
should take steps to ensure that such records are preserved, and are not modified, 
deleted, or destroyed, pending our review of your contention and the resolution of any 
resulting dispute. 

I ask that you waive any fees and copying costs, including pursuant to 
950 C.M.R. 32.07.  ACLUM is a not-for-profit, non-partisan organization dedicated to 
the principles of liberty and equality.  As the Massachusetts affiliate of the national 
ACLU, a not-for-profit, non-partisan organization, ACLUM distributes information 
both within and outside of Massachusetts.  Gathering and disseminating current 
information to the public is a critical and substantial component of ACLUM’s mission 
and work.  ACLUM publishes newsletters, news briefings, reports and other printed 
materials that are disseminated to the public. These materials are widely available 
to everyone, including tax-exempt organizations, not-for-profit groups, law students 
and faculty, at no cost.  ACLUM also disseminates information through its website2 
and regular posts on social media sites such as Facebook and Twitter.  Accordingly, 
disclosure of the records serves the public interest, and not the commercial interest 
of ACLUM. 

If you withhold some portions of the requested documents on the grounds that 
they are exempt from disclosure, please specify which exemptions apply and release 
any portions of the records for which you do not claim an exemption.  We ask that you 
provide the records in electronic format to the maximum extent possible. 

 
As you know, a custodian of public records shall comply with a request within 

ten days of receipt.  
 
Thank you for your assistance.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if 

I can clarify any part of this request. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
  /s/ Daniel L. McFadden    
  

Daniel L. McFadden 

                                                       
2 www.aclum.org 
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