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'T'his is an appeal under th e Public Re co rds Law. G.L. c. 66, § l0 and 950 CMR 32 .08. 

On January 10, 2017 , I submitted a publi c rec o rds requ est on behalf of the AC LU 
(aLtached as Exh ibit A) Lo th e Ma ssachusett s State Police (MSP ) asking for th e following records. 

l. Any and a ll co ntracts or MO U s refe ren cin g or perlaining to any face re cog nition 
Lcchnology, including bur not limit ed to an y MSP agreement with th e M assach usetts 
R eg istry of Motor Vehicles, D epa rtm ent of Tran sportation , and /o r Federal Bureau of 
l11vestigat ion (FBI). 

2. Any audit s, an nu a l rep or ts, or oth er admini str at ive reports rc!er encing face recogniti on 
technology or searche s. 

3. All training materials , including but n ot limited to Po,vcrPoint pr ese ntation s, used to train 
o tficia ls in th e use of face recognition too ls or capabilities . 

.:J:. Any document containing the :~v1assachu setts State Police's legal analy sis for any use of 
face recognition technolo gy . 

. ">. Any internal policy refer encin g or pertaining Lo the use of face rec ognition techn ology or 
searc hes, includin g policies gove rning h ow the Massachusetts State Poli ce Compliance 
l'.nit performs fr1cial recog niti on sea rches of th e dri vers license database held by th e 
Rcgi sLry of Motor V ch icles. 

G. All co mmuni ca tions between or amo ng memb ers of the :Massac hu setts State Poli ce 
C ompli a nce Unit and emplo ye es of th e FBI pertainin g to facial recognition sea rches or 
ca p ab ilities , includin g emails describing or refrr cncing the R egistry of l'vlotor Vehicle s 
Enforcement Services Unit. 

7. All co mmuni cat ions between or amon g m emb ers of the Ma ssachusetts State Poli ce 
Compliance Unit and the Regi str y of Mo to r V ehicl es Enfor cem ent Servic(>,S Unit, 
in clu din g but not limited to ema ils, p olicy m emos , and official lo rm s, between.Januar y l, 
20 l 4 and the pr ese nt day . 

On February 16 , 201 7, I received a fina l response to my reques t (auached as Exhibi t B). The 
re spon se came fromjason StelmaL, Privacy Offic er at the Commo nwealth Fu sion C ent e r , 
whi ch is owned and operated by the Mas sachu sett s St at e Polic e . Th e re spon sive rec or ds co nt a in 
redaction s that are not justified by state law. Sp ecifica lly, pa ges 2-7 of the Memorandum of 
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Agreement (MOA) contain multiple redactions marked "non-responsive material." This is 
problematic for two reasons. 

First, this is not a legitimate exemption to the public records law. Exemptions to the public 
records law "must be strictly and narrowly construed." Globe Newspaper Co. v. District 
Attorney for Middle Dist., 439 :\!lass. 374, 380 (2003) (internal quotation marks omitted). 
Consequently, the creation of an entirely new exemption is entirely contrary to the purpose of 
the public records law, which is to give the public broad access to government records. 
Worcester Telegram. Gazette Corp. v. Chief of Police <?l Worcester, 436 Mass. 378, 378, 382-
83 (2002). 

§_s;cong, the content of the entire ]\{QA is responsive to our request. As indicated above, we 
requested "anv and all contracts or N1OUs referencing or pertaining to any face recognition 
technology." See Ex. A, at # 1 ( 1 / l 0/ l 7 Public Records Request). This request encompassed 
the entirety of such contracts, not simply the portions that specifically referenced face 
rccogni tion technology. 

I have already emailed Mr. Stelmat to inquire about this problem and asked him to send me the 
full ~1OA including those portions redacted marked "non-responsive." He has thus far not 
provided me with the records. I therefore rcspectfolly ask that your office direct the ~ISP to 
provide the ACLU with a copy of this document without these unjustified redactions. 

Please reply to this appeal by contacting Kade Crockford at 61 7-48 2-317 0 x346 or 
kcr9cklci1~d(a:.aclum,c>i.:g:. 

Thank you for your assistance. \Ve look forward to your response. 

Sin~·ely, 
'. 
\ 

Director 
Technology for Liberty Project 
ACLG of Yfassachusctts 


