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TSA Statement on New Pat-down Procedures

News & Happenings

October 28, 2010

"TSA is in the process of implementing new pat-down procedures at checkpoints
nationwide as one of our many layers of security to keep the traveling public safe.
Pat-downs are one important tool to help TSA detect hidden and dangerous items
such as explosives. Passengers should continue to expect an unpredictable mix of
security layers that include explosives trace detection, advanced imaging technology,
canine teams, among others.”

Transportation Security Administration | U.S. Department of Homeland Security

http://www.tsa.gov/press/happenings/102810_patdown.shtm 2/9/7011
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Pat-downs

For Travelers

What triggers a pat-down?

Pat-downs are used to resolve alarms at the checkpoint, including those triggered by metal detectors and AlT units. Pat-downs
are also used when a person opts out of AiT screening in order to detect potentially dangerous and prohibited items. Because
pat-downs are specifically used to resolve alarms and prevent dangerous items from going on a plane, the vast majority of
passengers will not receive a pat-down at the checkpoint.

What can | do to prevent an alarm at the security checkpoint?

The majority of pat-downs occur when a passenger alarms either the metal detector or the AT unit. To reduce this
circumstance, the most important thing you can do is take everything out of your pockets before you go through screening.
Also, when traveling, avoid wearing clothes with a high metal content, and put heavy jewelry on after you go through security.

What do | do during a pat-down?

All passengers have important rights during a pat-down. You have the right to request the pat-down be conducted in a private
room and you have the right to have the pat-down witnessed by a person of your choice. All pat-downs are only conducted by
same-gender officers. The officer will explain the pat-down process before and during the pat-down. If you have a medical
device, please inform the officer.

Will children receive pat-downs?

Transportation Security Officers will work with parents to resolve any alarms at the checkpoint. if required, a child may receive
a modified pat-down. Parents are encouraged to ensure their children have taken all items out of their pockets as they go
through the security checkpoint.

e TSA Statement on New Pat-down Procedures

Transportation Security Administration | U.S. Department of Homeland Security

http://www.tsa.gov/travelers/pat_downs.shtm 2/9/2011
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TSA Administrator John Pistole
Issues Holiday Travel Message to
the Public

Press Release

November 20, 2010

Contact:
TSA Public Affairs
571-227-2829

WASHINGTON - Transportation Security Administration (TSA) Administrator
John S. Pistole today issued a message to the public with tips for air travel this
holiday season. The message is posted on TSA’s website at www.tsa.gov and
also appears on TSA’s YouTube page. The message is also being made
available to airports nationwide to play during the busy holiday travel period to

ensure passengers are prepared when coming through security checkpoints.

Here is a transcript of the video/message:

"Hello, I'm TSA Administrator John Pistole. As you travel this holiday season |
want to remind you that TSA’s mission is to ensure the safety of you the traveling public and we are committed to doing so

efficiently, courteously and professionally.

I'd like to offer a few tips and some important information we'd like you to know before you go through security. Remember our
3 simple steps to security: Have your ID out, coats & shoes off and laptop and liquids and gels less than 3 ounces out and

ready.

As you enter the checkpoint you will be directed to pass through either a walk through metal detector or, at some airports, an
Advanced Imaging Technology (AIT) unit.

If you are directed to pass through an AIT, you may opt out. If you choose to opt out, you will receive a thorough pat-down by
someone of the same gender. If you alarm either the metal detector or the AlT, you will also receive a thorough pat-down by

someone of the same gender.

http://www.tsa.gov/press/releases/2010/1120.shtm 2/9/2011



