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Example: Lawful Use of Discernible Traits 

Scor ing po int s und er SPOT does not constitut e unla wful racial or ethnic pro filing. Under SPOT, 
two indi vidua ls of different races or ethniciti es who exhibit the same behaviors recognized 
und er SPOT must be eva luated under the same stand ards. 

Read the follow ing example and be prepared to discuss this situ ation. 

US intelligence sources report that five male terror ists, all approx imately 30 yea rs old, 
from a particular ethnic gro up are planning to use comm ercial jetliner s as weapons by 
hijacking them at an airp ort somew her e in Northern California . Intelligence sour ces 
further repo rt th at this may occur during the next two to three days and in an attempt to 
concea l weapo ns and their actual intent, the men will be dressed and carrying access ible 
property so as to ap pear to be trav eling on a hiking vacat ion. 

Before allowing men meeting that description to board comm ercial airplane s in 
Nort hern Californi a airp orts du rin g the next two to thr ee days, TSA personn el and other 
Federal and State auth orities may subject them to heightened scrutin y. 
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