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Example: Unlawful Use of Race or Ethnicity 

TSA do es not permit unl aw ful profiling. When initiating contact with members of the public, 
BDOs shall not target persons solely becau se of their race, ethnicity, or religion. BDOs may not 
rely on generalized stereotypes. 

Read the following examp le and be prepared to discuss this situati on. 

A male passenger approa ches the TSA security checkpoint at the airport. He appears to 
be a Sikh and is wearing a tradition al head covering, called a pagri. H e prop erly subm its 
his carry-on bag for scree ning and passes through the WTMD properly . The x-ray 
inspec tion of the carr y-on reveals nothing amiss, the man does not activa te the WTMD, 
and all required ad dition al screenin g meas ures for his head covering are completed. 
There is nothin g suspicious about his activ ities or appeara nce. In the abse nce of any 
threat wa rnin g, a TSO may not order the man to und ergo furth er inspection. 
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